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REF: NASSAU 164; LISTER MEMO TO BURKE 3/7/73 

1 . AT THE END OF OUR MEETING APRIL 26, EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MIN- 
ISTER ADDERLEY GAVE ME AN INFORMATION COPY OF A NOTE GOBI HAS 
ASKED HMG TO CONVEY TO DEPARTMENT CONCERNING BRITISH PRESS 
REPORTS OF THE EFFORTS OF TWO ALLEGED U. S. CITIZENS, EDWIN 
MARGER AND MITCHELL BELL, TO RECRUIT MERCENARIES IN THE UK 
FOR THE ABACO SECESSIONIST MOVEMENT. NOTE ASKS USG TO INVES- 
TIGATE AND TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION. TEXT BEING POUCHED. IN 
PRESENTING NOTE TO GOVERNMENT HOUSE FOR TRANSMITTAL, GOBI DID 
NOT ASK THAT UK AUTHORITIES UNDERTAKE ANY INVESTIGATIONS OR 
OTHER ACTION VIS- A- VIS ALLEGED U. S. CITIZENS. 

2. ADDERLEY MENTIONED THAT ABACO LEADER LEONARD THOMPSON 
AND MR. STRATTON, ONE OF THE MAIN FINANCIAL BACKERS OF THE 
MOVEMENT, HAD SEEN THE PM RECENTLY AND ASSURED HIM THEY DID 
NOT SUPPORT SECESSION THROUGH VIOLENCE. ( THIS IS IN LINE 

WITH INFORMATION POST HAS RECEIVED THAT MODERATE ELEMENTS 
ON ABACO ARE DISASSOCIATING THEMSELVES FROM THE EXTREMISTS 
AROUND ERRINGTON WATKINS.) 
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3. NASSAU GUARDIAN APRIL 27 CARRIES CABINET OFFICE PRESS 
RELEASE WITH THE TEXT OF THE NOTE, AND A REPORT THAT ABACO 
MP ERRINGTON WATKINS AND A COMPANIAN, CHARLES " CHUCK" HALL, 
WERE IN LONDON SEEKING SUPPORT FOR THE COUNCIL FOR A FREE 
ABACO. 

4. SAME ISSUE CARRIES WATKINS' DENIAL THAT HE WAS IN LONDON 
RECRUITING MERCENARIES OR WOULD RESORT TO OR CONDONE VIO- 
LENCE. HE STATED HE WAS LOBBYING TO HAVE THE BAHAMAS INDE- 
PENDENCE BILL AMENDED TO EXCLUDE INDEPENDENCE FOR ABACO AND 
DECLARED THAT " I WILL DO EVERYTHING LEGALLY AND CONSTITUTION 
ALLY TO ACHIEVE THE WISHES AND DESIRES OF MY PEOPLE." WATKINS 
DENOUNCED THE GOBI CHARGES OVER THE LOCAL RADIO AS AN EFFORT 
TO DISCREDIT HIM. 

5. COMMENT: PROMPT RELEASE OF THE NOTE TO THE LOCAL PRESS 
AND RADIO SUGGESTS THAT IT IS LARGELY AN EXERCISE FOR INTER- 
NAL POLITICAL CONSUMPTION. 
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